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experienced, It seems more generally disinclined to any
great Parliamentary change, though recommended even by
your authority." The Opposition therefore could not have
drawn upon the resources which had been the chief strength
of the Rockinghams during North's Ministry, for there was
no public opinion that could be stimulated Into action. All
the conditions Inside and outside Parliament seemed to close
the door on the one course that Fox could have taken to
give expression to his fundamental views, an agitation to
strengthen the House of Commons by means of Parlia-
mentary Reform. He had to lead a party In the exhausted
air of old quarrels, and no man can lead a party under those
conditions with vigour, or imagination, or public usefulness.
At the time of the French Revolution both these
conditions changed. From the Parliamentary Opposition
there emerged a party. The ties of common resent-
ments and policies that had run their course were be-
come a bondage and their dissolution transformed the
Opposition, once an unwieldy and miscellaneous collection
of genuine enthusiasms, jealousies, and of loyalties personal
rather than public, into a compact body of men united
on unequivocal Issues, stimulated by a splendid cause,
and released from all the disorderly and bewildering
associations which had been formed by the accidents of
time, or politics, or family histories. The new issue dis-
solved attachments that were older than the Coalition; It
alienated Burke as well as North, for it was the issue on
which Fox and Burke had been divided in their first cam-
paign, when Burke had restored the true meaning of
aristocracy, and given the superannuated Whigs a great
Ideal of honest and merciful government, and Fox, like
Richmond, had declared for popular representation, and
championed doctrines that Burke and the patrician Whigs
dreaded.1 For each of them the breach of a friendship
1 Theie is an interesting correspondence in the Wyvill Political Papers which
shows the efforts made by the Yorkshire Association to meet the dislike of the
Rockinghams to Electoral Reform.